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1. ACCORDING TO A REUTER'S REPORT ON SEPT 26, FORMER DEPUTY 
PREMIER AND FINANCE MINISTER OF ST VINCENT EBENEZER IOSHUA 
WAS EXPELLED FROM THE PEOPLE'S POLITICAL PARTY (PPP). JOSHUA 
HAD LED THE PPP EVER SINCE HE FOUNDED IT TWENTY-TWO YEARS 
AGO. HIS WIFE, IVY JOSHUA, WAS EXPELLED AT THE SAME TIME. 

SHE HAD BEEN A FORMER PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY AND LIKE HER 
HUSBAND. A MEMBER OF THE NOW DISSOLVED HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

2. ACTING VICE PRESIDENT OF THE PPP AND MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS 
OTHNEIL SYLVESTER ANNOUNCED THE EXPULSIONS FOLLOWING A TWO 
AND HALF HOUR MEETING OF THE PPP GENERAL COUNCIL. HE SAID THE 
COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO THIS ACTION FOLLOWING INQUIRIES 
INTO THE CONDUCT OF THE JOSHUAS WHICH LED TO THE TOPPLING OF 
THE ALLIANCE GOVERNMENT OF PREMIER JAMES F. MITCHELL (SEE 
REFTELS). SYLVESTER ALSO DISCLOSED THAT JOSHUA'S REFUSAL TO 
MEET WITH THE COUNCIL OF THE PPP AS WELL AS WITH LEADING PARTY 
MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS WAS A FACTOR IN THE COUNCIL S DECISION. 

3. JOSHUA. HOWEVER, CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN THAT HE IS STILL 
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THE LEADER OF THE PARTY. HE CHARGES THAT THE PPP GENERAL COUNCIL 
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MEETING WAS "ILLEGAL AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL." ACCORDING TO 
JOSHUA, THE PROPER PROCUEDURE FOR REMOVING THE PARTY 
LEADER WOULD BE TO HOLD A REFERENDUM OF ALL DULY ELECTED 
MEMBERS ON THE REGISTER AS REQUIRED BY THE PPP'S 1969 
CONVENTION. THE LEADER OF THE PARTY COULD THEN ONLY BE 
REMOVED BY A 75 PER CENT VOTE AGAINST HIM. 

4. EARLY IN THE WEEK BEFORE THE COUNCIL MEETING, JOSHUA HAD 
DECLARED THAT HE HAD HAD THE SUPPORT OF THE PPP TO TOPPLE 
THE ALLIANCE GOVERNMEN OF PREMIER MITCHELL. HOWEVER, 

SYLVESTER HAS DENIED THAT THE PPP EVER GAVE ITS SUPPORT 

TO JOSHUA FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

5. COMMENT: THIS LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN THE CURRENT ST VINCENT 
POLITICAL CRISIS COMES AS NO SURPRISE. JOSHUA HAD PREVIOUSLY 
THREATENED THREE PPP MINISTERS (SYLVESTER, DENNIE, AND CUFFY) 

WITH EXPULSION BECAUSE OF THEIR CONTINUING COOPERATION WITH 
PREMIER MITCHELL. APPARENTLY, SYLVESTER HAS TAKEN OVER THE 
REINS OF POWER IN THE PPP AND HAS MOVED TO CONSOLIDATE HIS 
POSITION BY THROWING JOSHUA OUT OF THE PARTY BEFORE THE 
LATTER COULD MOVE AGAINST HIM AND THE OTHER PPP MINISTERS 

WHO REFUSED TO FOLLOW JOSHUA OUT OF THE GOVERNMENT. REPORTEDLY 
JOSHUA PLANS TO CALL A MEETING OF THE PPP EARLY IN OCTOBER 
"TO DETERMINE THE POSITION OF SYLVESTER AND OTHER PERSONS 
TALKING OF THROWING OUT THE LEADER." REPORTS AS TO THE DEGREE 
OF SUPPORT JOSHUA COMMANDS AMONG THE PARTY-FAITHFUL VARY WIDELY. 

NEVERTHELESS, WHETHER OR NOT HE IS SUCCESSFUL IN REGAINING 
CONTROL OF THE PPP, HE AND HIS WIFE ARE EXPECTED TO WIN 
REFLECTION TO THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 
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